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LIVESTOCK ON FARMS JANUARY 1

YEAR
All Cattle 
(including
milk cows)

Milk Cows
(2 years and

older) 1/

Hogs
and

Pigs 2/

Stock
Sheep and

Lambs
1935 4,409 NA 4,468 555
1940 4,111 NA 3,691 324
1945 5,998 NA 4,705 405
1950 6,954 3,074 6,544 583
1954 8,599 2,852 5,301 723
1959 8,637 2,118 7,778 1,009
1964 8,175 1,246 3,972 770
1969  7,716 541 4,616 670
1974 10,258 593 4,855 340
1978 8,322 277 3,587 268
1982 11,519 477 3,518 460
1987 9,817 20 1,980 296
1992 10,270 32 597 (D)
1997 9,395 (D) (D) 105

1/  "Milk cows that have calved" beginning in 1970.  2/  Beginning in 1970 hog inventory data
refers to preceding December.   NA  Not available.  (D)  Data withheld to avoid disclosing
information for individual farms.

FARM INCOME AND SALES
1997 1992 1987

Number of farms: 339 362 404

Farm income and sales:
-Thousand Dollars-

Crops Sold 9,293 8,720 5,715
Grains 342 294 169
Tobacco 8,839 8,267 5,282
Field seeds, hay,
forage,    and silage 45 81 121
Other field crops ---- (D) ----
Vegetables, sweet corn  
   and melons (D) (D) (D)
Fruits, nuts and berries (D) (D) (D)
Nursery and
greenhouse    products (D) (D) ----
Forest Products Sold 213 73 34

Livestock, Poultry and
Products Sold 6,531 3,698 2,314

Poultry and products (D) (D) (D)
Dairy products ---- (D) (D)
Cattle and calves 1,123 972 1,465
Hogs and pigs (D) 40 157
Sheep, lambs and wool (D) (D) (D)
Other livestock and         
  products 192 (D) 1

Total income from sales: 15,824 12,418 8,029

Custom work and other    
   agricultural services: 1 53 41

(D)  Data withheld to avoid disclosing information for individual farms.
----  Represents zero.

NUMBER OF FARMS, BY SIZE, GROUP

YEAR

Size of Farm (Acres)

All
Farms1-9 10-49

50-179 180-499 500-
999

1,000-1,999
2,000+50-174 1/ 175-499 1/ 1,000-Over 1/

1974 48 158 327 140 34 2 1 710
1978 55 122 260 130 30 5 2 604
1982 35 98 258 131 33 11 1 566
1987 24 67 158 114 34 7 1 404
1992 20 53 132 112 32 13 1 362

1997 10 58 146 91 23 11 ---- 339
1/  Applies to 1997.  ----  Represents zero.

OPERATORS’  OCCUPATION AND AGE
1982 1987 1992 1997

Operators by principal occupation:

   Farming . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 319 219 181 152
   Other . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 247 185 181 187

Operators by age group:

   Under 25 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10 6 4 ----
   25 to 34 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 62 34 24 11
   35 to 44 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 85 62 58 61
   45 to 54 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 124 83 67 76
   55 to 64 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . NA 109 80 71
   65 years and over . . . . . . . . . . . . . NA 110 129 120
   Average Age . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 53 55 57 58
NA  Not available.  ----  Represents zero.
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LUNENBURG
COUNTY
U.S. Census of Agriculture

Lunenburg County is located in the southern Piedmont
district of the state. Formed from part of Brunswick in 1746, the
county was named in honor of George II, Duke of Brunswick-
Lunenburg.

The county has an area of 276,341 acres, of which 77,762
acres, or 28 percent, were in farms in 1997.  According to the 1997
Census of Agriculture, there were 339 farms in the area, each
averaging 229 acres in size and worth an average of $243,066,
including land and buildings. 

The topography of Lunenburg is rolling and slopes gradually
toward the southeast, with a maximum elevation of about 600 feet.
The Meherrin River flows along the southern border and the
Nottoway River along the northern.  The county is largely wooded,
and boasts 209,807 acres of forest land.  Temperatures for the area
average a mild 40 degrees in January and 78 degrees in July.  Total
annual precipitation averages 46 inches, with the heaviest amounts
falling during May, June, and July.  The frost-free growing season
generally extends from about April 15 to October 20, leaving a
growing season of roughly 188 days.

Agriculture is a principal source of income for the county,
although during recent years lumber manufacturing has become
increasingly important.  Flue-cured tobacco supplies most of the farm
income, supplemented by the production of corn, wheat, and
soybeans.  Livestock, poultry, and poultry products supplied 41
percent of farm cash income in 1997. 

 In 1990, the estimated county population was 11,419.  Total
gross personal income in 1990 was $143.0 million or an average of
$12,525 per capita.

 Lunenburg is the county seat, while nearby  Kenbridge is an
important flue-cured tobacco market. 



FARM DATA & LAND USE

YEAR
Number

of
Farms

Land
in

Farms

Avg. Value
Per Acre
For Land

& Buildings

LAND USE

Cropland Other
Pasture 1/

Woodland

Harvested Other Pasture Pasture Not Pastured

Number Acres Dollars -Acres-
1935 1,972 209,207 17 36,261 29,301 12,513 2,818 NA 116,993
1940 1,948 206,330 23 40,101 20,338 15,729 NA NA NA
1945 1,829 202,892 30 36,322 17,984 12,691 11,941 NA 116,455
1950 1,849 187,647 51 33,768 14,730 18,922 8,712 NA 106,319
1954 1,846 177,029 76 30,135 11,913 16,405 8,335 NA 106,027
1959 1,432 156,615 96 25,817 13,978 6,325 13,813 NA 92,165
1964 1,140 143,885 113 21,820 12,285 10,784 6,074 11,696 48,754
1969 842 124,645 160 16,680 11,802 13,811 3,847 13,060 38,163
1974 2/ 710 107,354 366 19,212 7,007 13,487 5,611 14,325 31,584
1978 604 98,578 646 19,637 6,523 13,241 3,424 11,752 37,141
1982 566 103,234 696 23,198 6,076 13,516 4,012 9,673 40,616
1987 404 83,709 572 13,815 8,743 14,331 4,124 9,769 28,309
1992 362 85,600 1,030 13,987 8,106 13,532 3,645 8,983 34,138
1997 339 77,762 1,086 12,692 6,778 11,769 6,409 7,877 29,191
1/  Due to changes in definition and wording of questions, figures for “cropland pasture” and “other pasture” are not always comparable from the Census. 
Acreage beginning with 1964 refer to pastureland and rangeland, other than cropland and woodland pastured, on farms with sales of agricultural products of
$2,500 and over. 2/  Beginning with 1964, agricultural operations under individual management with annual sales of $1,000 or more.  NA  Not Available. 

POULTRY SALES

YEAR
Broilers Turkeys Hens & Pullets of Laying Age

Number of Farms Number Sold Number of Farms Number Sold Number of Farms Number Sold
1945 1/ 1,512 157,339 29 1,282 NA NA
1950 2/ 305 35,393 32 1,162 NA NA
1954 3/ 3 31,000 28 461 NA NA
1959 3/ 1 10,000 23 275 NA NA
1964 3/ 4/ ---- ---- 12 116 NA NA
1969 4/ ---- ---- ---- ---- 9 1,788
1974 5/ 6/ ---- ---- NA NA 7 612
1978 5/ 2 (D) 2 (D) 5 (D)
1982 ---- ---- ---- ---- 3 (D)
1987 ---- ---- ---- ---- 3 (D)
1992 ---- ---- ---- ---- 2 (D)

1997 1 (D) 2 (D) 6 (D)
1/  1945 Chickens raised.  Turkeys raised.  2/  1950 Chickens sold.  Turkeys raised.  3/  1964, 1959 and 1954 Turkeys and turkey fryers raised.  4/  1969 and
1964 Broilers and other meat-type chickens less than 3 months old.  1969 and 1964 Turkeys with farm sales of $2,500 and over.  5/  1974 and 1978 Broilers and
other meat type chickens sold.  6/   1974 Turkeys and Hens & Pullets with farm sales of $2,500 and over.  (D)  Data withheld to avoid disclosing information for
individual farms.  ----  Represents zero.  NA  Not available.  

CROP ACREAGE, YIELD, AND PRODUCTION

YEAR

CORN WHEAT SOYBEANS

Acreage Yield Production Acreage Yield Production Acreage Yield Production

Bushels Bushels Bushels Bushels Bushels Bushels
1935 1/ 16,055 15.7 251,959 4,796 10.1 48,357 144 NA NA
1940 16,664 19.5 324,197 2,939 12.5 36,800 NA NA 147
1945 14,287 21.4 306,341 4,016 19.1 76,756 NA NA 2,199
1950 10,984 33.0 362,169 2,942 18.2 53,650 106 16.7 1,769
1954 8,824 13.2 116,876 2,708 23.4 63,400 30 8.4 253
1959 2/ 7,243 29.9 216,347 3,545 22.9 81,133 348 17.5 6,101
1964 4,800 39.2 188,335 2,067 25.6 53,006 1,276 18.3 23,313
1969 2,899 48.7 141,290 1,346 35.2 47,420 2,120 23.9 50,632
1974 3,045 51.3 156,302 3,127 32.5 101,671 3,351 22.5 75,544
1978 3,305 48.4 159,837 1,052 56.6 59,508 4,751 20.9 99,528
1982 3,334 62.3 207,821 1,860 29.5 54,920 7,471 24.3 181,600
1987 1,172 34.5 40,487 502 24.9 12,486 1,599 15.5 24,858
1992 498 62.3 31,030 1,112 38.7 43,019 1,567 22.7 35,628
1997 310 69.0 21,394 569 45.5 25,885 1,342 23.2 31,160

1/  All corn (grain equivalent, including silage and forage) 1935-54.  2/  For grain only, 1959-92.  NA  Not available. 

CROP ACREAGE, YIELD, AND PRODUCTION

YEAR
TOBACCO

Acreage Yield Production

Pounds Pounds
1935 4,687 726.9 3,407,008
1940 8,257 799.5 6,601,524
1945 6,111 1,076.3 6,577,362
1950 6,067 1,052.3 6,384,438
1954 6,523 971.3 6,335,961
1959 4,597 1,359.2 6,248,142
1964 4,103 1,895.7 7,778,150
1969 3,477 1,693.7 5,888,865
1974 3,662 1,788.5 6,549,570
1978 3,700 1,765.9 6,533,785
1982 3,468 1,713.8 5,943,409
1987 2,345 1,793.5 4,205,833
1992 2,482 2,092.3 5,193,211
1997 2,361 2,230.3 5,265,682

CROP ACREAGE AND PRODUCTION

YEAR
Vegetables
for sale 1/

Oats Threshed
or Combined 2/

Barley Threshed
or Combined 2/

Rye Threshed or
Combined 2/ Potatoes 3/ Sweet Potatoes

Acreage Acreage Bushels Acreage Bushels Acreage Bushels Acreage Bushels Acreage Bushels
1935 60 93 1,287 81 987 258 2,096 322 23,636 368 37,841
1940 8 166 3,399 209 4,989 206 2,047 286 15,643 297 26,318
1945 58 180 3,888 348 7,768 257 3,194 306 20,984 240 23,979
1950 40 486 12,816 224 5,968 135 1,413 109 19,709 77 14,217
1954 19 891 27,228 361 10,214 198 2,734 35 10,653 18 4,383
1959 27 862 23,604 518 16,841 151 2,966 16 4,712 16 4,753
1964 8 325 9,288 489 16,798 207 3,172 43 5,130 13 5,056
1969 17 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA
1974 9 NA NA NA NA NA NA 29 2,534 9 1,624
1978 9 208 7,634 502 21,657 (D) (D) 4  719 3 251
1982 4 44 2,029 470 20,725 76 1,185 NA NA 8 845
1987 49 243 11,528 159 7,415 89 1,840 NA NA NA NA
1992 31 (D) (D) 66 4,181 90 2,405 (D) (D) NA NA
1997 39 (D) (D) 15 1,075 NA NA NA NA NA NA

1/  Excludes potatoes and sweet potatoes.  2/  Beginning with 1964 includes farms with total sales of agricultural products of $2,500 and over.  
3/  Potatoes are in hundred weight starting in 1959.  NA  Not available.  (D)  Data withheld to avoid disclosing information for individual farms.

CROP ACREAGE AND PRODUCTION

YEAR
All Hay Alfalfa for Hay 1/ Other Tame Hay 2/ Small Grains for Hay 2/ 3/

Acreage Acreage Tons Acreage Tons Acreage Tons
1935 5,943 219 415 1,577 1,422 526 380
1940 8,475 143 268 6,269 6,827 649 569
1945 9,150 223 651 7,518 7,000 337 315
1950 10,093 681 1,854 8,347 9,082 506 525
1954 9,238 988 1,262 5,596 3,691 1,777 1,701
1959 8,984 908 1,840 6,511 7,145 897 951
1964 7,333 461 824 5,026 5,498 1,022 1,283
1969 5,136 NA NA NA NA NA NA
1974 4,807 NA NA NA NA NA NA
1978 6,125 336 418 4,500 5,698 698 941
1982 6,856 421 888 5,511 8,484 453 781
1987 8,100 432 1,618 6,364 7,876 991 1,210
1992 8,833 743 1,457 6,728 11,520 1,027 971
1997 8,350 (D) 760 6,932 10,957 572 1,289

1/  Beginning with 1964 includes farms with total sales of agricultural products of $2,500 and over.  2/ Beginning with 1964 includes farms with total sales of
agricultural products of $2,500 and over.  Beginning with 1978 data are for all farms.  Includes clover-timothy, lespedeza and orchard grass mixtures cut for hay. 
3/  Beginning with 1978 data are for all farms.  NA  Not available.   (D)  Data withheld to avoid disclosing information for individual farms.
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